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an illuminating analysis of the man whose name is synonymous with american democracy few presidents have embodied the american spirit as fully as thomas jefferson he

was the originator of so many of the founding principles of american democracy politically he shuffled off the centralized authority of the federalists working toward
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a more diffuse and minimalist leadership he introduced the bills separating church and state and mandating free public education he departed from the strict etiquette of

his european counterparts appearing at state dinners in casual attire and dispensing with hierarchical seating arrangements jefferson initiated the lewis and clark

expedition and seized on the crucial moment when napoleon decided to sell the louisiana territory thus extending the national development in this compelling examination

distinguished historian joyce appleby captures all of the richness of jefferson s character and accomplishments

a fresh look at the only president to serve nonconsecutive terms though often overlooked grover cleveland was a significant figure in american presidential history

having run for president three times and gaining the popular vote majority each time despite losing the electoral college in 1892 cleveland was unique in the line of

nineteenth century chief executives in this book presidential historian henry f graff revives cleveland s fame explaining how he fought to restore stature to the office in

the wake of several weak administrations within these pages are the elements of a rags to riches story as well as an account of the political world that created

american leaders before the advent of modern media

how the american executive office was constructed in the constitution and implemented by the first presidents this volume examines the political ideas behind the

construction of the presidency in the u s constitution as well as how these ideas were implemented by the nation s early presidents the framers of the constitution

disagreed about the scope of the new executive role they were creating and this volume reveals the ways the duties and power of the office developed contrary to

many expectations here leading scholars of the early republic examine principles from european thought and culture that were key to establishing the conceptual

language and institutional parameters for the american executive office unpacking the debates at the 1787 constitutional convention these essays describe how the

constitution left room for the first presidents to set patterns of behavior and establish a range of duties to make the office functional within a governmental system

of checks and balances contributors explore how these presidents understood their positions and fleshed out their full responsibilities according to the everyday

operations required to succeed as disputes continue to surround the limits of executive power today this volume helps identify and explain the circumstances in which

limits can be imposed on presidents who seem to dangerously exceed the constitutional parameters of their office political thought and the origins of the american
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presidency demonstrates that this distinctive time tested role developed from a fraught historically contingent and contested process

the conservative icon who reshaped american politics and laid the groundwork for the end of the cold war in the second half of the twentieth century no american

president defined his political era as did ronald reagan he ushered in an age that extolled smaller government tax cuts and strong defense and to this day politicians of

both political parties operate within the parameters of the world he made his eight years in office from 1981 to 1989 were a time of economic crisis and recovery a

new american assertiveness abroad and an engagement with the soviet union that began in conflict but moved in surprising new directions jacob weisberg provides a bracing

portrait of america s fortieth president and the ideas that animated his political career offering a fresh psychological interpretation and showing that there was more

to reagan than the usual stereotypes reagan he observes was a staunch conservative but was also unafraid to compromise and cut deals where necessary and reagan

espoused a firm belief just as firm as his belief in small government and strong defense that nuclear weapons were immoral and ought to be eliminated weisberg argues

that these facets of reagan were too often ignored in his time but reveal why his presidency turned out to be so consequential in the years since reagan left office he

has been cast in marble by the republican party and dismissed by the democrats weisberg shows why we need to move past these responses if we wish truly to

appreciate his accomplishments and his legacy

following a thoughtful introductory overview of the presidency this volume is arranged chronologically and offers a selective list of primarily book length studies on

each of the forty presidents and the presidency in general the critical annotations furnish insights into each book s contents and approach to the subject while other

guides to the presidents and the presidency exist this one offers annotations far more extensive than are to be found elsewhere in addition the information covers the

general historical problems related to any particular presidency and will assist the student in selecting topics for further school related research papers

the modern american presidency is a lively interpretive synthesis of 20th century leaders filled with intriguing insights into how the presidency has evolved as america

rose to prominence on the world stage gould traces the decline of the party system and the increasing importance of the media resulting in the rise of the president as
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the plainspoken man from missouri who never expected to be president yet rose to become one of the greatest leaders of the twentieth century in april 1945 after the

death of franklin delano roosevelt the presidency fell to a former haberdasher and clubhouse politician from independence missouri many believed he would be overmatched

by the job but harry s truman would surprise them all few chief executives have had so lasting an impact truman ushered america into the nuclear age established the

alliances and principles that would define the cold war and the national security state started the nation on the road to civil rights and won the most dramatic

election of the twentieth century his 1948 whistlestop campaign against thomas e dewey robert dallek the bestselling biographer of john f kennedy and lyndon b johnson

shows how this unassuming yet supremely confident man rose to the occasion truman clashed with southerners over civil rights with organized labor over the right to

strike and with general douglas macarthur over the conduct of the korean war he personified thomas jefferson s observation that the presidency is a splendid misery but

it was during his tenure that the united states truly came of age

the oddly named president whose shortsightedness and stubbornness fractured the nation and sowed the seeds of civil war in the summer of 1850 america was at a

terrible crossroads congress was in an uproar over slavery and it was not clear if a compromise could be found in the midst of the debate president zachary taylor

suddenly took ill and died the presidency and the crisis now fell to the little known vice president from upstate new york in this eye opening biography the legal

scholar and historian paul finkelman reveals how millard fillmore s response to the crisis he inherited set the country on a dangerous path that led to the civil war

he shows how fillmore stubbornly catered to the south alienating his fellow northerners and creating a fatal rift in the whig party which would soon disappear from

american politics as would fillmore himself after failing to regain the white house under the banner of the anti immigrant and anti catholic know nothing party though

fillmore did have an eye toward the future dispatching commodore matthew perry on the famous voyage that opened japan to the west and on the central issues of the

age immigration religious toleration and most of all slavery his myopic vision led to the destruction of his presidency his party and ultimately the union itself
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the towering figure who remade american politics the champion of the ordinary citizen and the scourge of entrenched privilege it is rare that historians manage both

wilentz s deep interpretation and lively narrative publishers weekly the founding fathers espoused a republican government but they were distrustful of the common people

having designed a constitutional system that would temper popular passions but as the revolutionary generation passed from the scene in the 1820s a new movement

based on the principle of broader democracy gathered force and united behind andrew jackson the charismatic general who had defeated the british at new orleans and who

embodied the hopes of ordinary americans raising his voice against the artificial inequalities fostered by birth station monied power and political privilege jackson brought

american politics into a new age sean wilentz one of america s leading historians of the nineteenth century recounts the fiery career of this larger than life figure a man

whose high ideals were matched in equal measure by his failures and moral blind spots a man who is remembered for the accomplishments of his eight years in office and

for the bitter enemies he made it was in jackson s time that the great conflicts of american politics urban versus rural federal versus state free versus slave

crystallized and jackson was not shy about taking a vigorous stand it was under jackson that modern american politics began and his legacy continues to inform our

debates to the present day

the first president born after america s independence ushers in a new era of no holds barred democracy the first professional politician to become president the slick and

dandyish martin van buren was to all appearances the opposite of his predecessor the rugged general and democratic champion andrew jackson van buren a native dutch

speaker was america s first ethnic president as well as the first new yorker to hold the office at a time when manhattan was bursting with new arrivals a sharp and

adroit political operator he established himself as a powerhouse in new york becoming a u s senator secretary of state and vice president under jackson whose election

he managed his ascendancy to the oval office was virtually a foregone conclusion once he had the reins of power however van buren found the road quite a bit

rougher his attempts to find a middle ground on the most pressing issues of his day such as the growing regional conflict over slavery eroded his effectiveness but it

was his inability to prevent the great banking panic of 1837 and the ensuing depression that all but ensured his fall from grace and made him the third president to be

denied a second term his many years of outfoxing his opponents finally caught up with him ted widmer a veteran of the clinton white house vividly brings to life the
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chaos and contention that plagued van buren s presidency and ultimately offered an early lesson in the power of democracy widmer young america paints a brief but

elegant portrait of our eighth president who widmer says created the modern political party system for which he deserves our grudging respect publishers weekly

this is the first single volume to focus on the presidencies of both james a garfield and chester a arthur drawing from a host of studies on the foreign and domestic

policies of the nation during the gilded age as well as from his own primary research the author presents a somewhat revisionist look at garfield and arthur revisionist

in that he gives the reader a renewed appreciation of both men far from being cynical spoilsmen or naive incompetents individuals whose presidencies provide studies in

ineptitude garfield and arthur emerge as men of considerable ability while making no claims of greatness doenecke maintains that each was a significant transitional figure

playing a crucial role as the institution of the presidency moved from the weak leadership of andrew johnson to the forceful direction of theodore roosevelt according

to doenecke garfield saw the office of chief executive primarily in administrative terms and his great battle was over keeping the power of appointment in his own hands

his victory over the stalwarts enhanced both the power and prestige of the office his knowledge of how government worked was unmatched long before woodrow

wilson made his mark garfield was the scholar in politics the diplomacy of secretary of state james g blaine comes under critical scrutiny doenecke evaluates his

performance in the chile peru war war of the pacific the guatemala mexico dispute the isthmian canal issue irish american activities in britain and efforts to secure

markets in korea br garfield was assassinated less than six months after he entered office he had yet to be tested on major issues of public policy chester a arthur

was ill prepared to be chief executive was in poor health much of the time while he was in office and was faced with a hopelessly divided party nevertheless he was

one of the nation s great political surprises his administration pioneered in the development of the navy sought foreign markets for american surpluses fostered civil

service reform and pressed for a scientific tariff doenecke devotes one chapter to the spoils system and the background to the pendleton act one to arthur s strategy

regarding the south and then offers an in depth analysis of diplomacy during arthur s tenure during the presidencies of garfield and arthur the united states attempted

to intervene in a war between chile and peru sought to turn nicaragua into a protectorate supplied leading advisers to madagascar and korea and took a major part in

the congo conference of 1884 in examining these activities even while pointing to uncoordinated statecraft and inept diplomacy doenecke challenges the long held view
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that from 1881 to 1885 the nation was withdrawn and insular his fresh perspective on the garfield and arthur years will be of considerable interest to historians of

the gilded age

the president of larger than life ambitions and appetites whose term defined america at the close of the twentieth century bill clinton a president of contradictions he

was a rhodes scholar and a yale law school graduate but he was also a fatherless child from rural arkansas he was one of the most talented politicians of his age

but he inspired enmity of such intensity that his opponents would stop at nothing to destroy him he was the first democrat since franklin roosevelt to win two

successive presidential elections but he was also the first president since andrew johnson to be impeached in this incisive biography of america s forty second president

michael tomasky examines clinton s eight years in office a time often described as one of peace and prosperity but in reality a time of social and political upheaval as

the culture wars grew ever more intense amid the rise of the internet and with it online journalism and blogging military actions in somalia iraq bosnia and kosovo

standoffs at waco and ruby ridge domestic terrorism in oklahoma city and the rise of al qaeda it was a time when republicans took control of congress and a land

deal gone bad turned into a constitutional crisis as lurid details of a sitting president s sexual activities became the focus of public debate tomasky s clear eyed

assessment of clinton s presidency offers a new perspective on what happened what it all meant and what aspects continue to define american politics to this day in

many ways we are still living in the age of clinton

the administration of john adams was a period of rapid change internal discord and the continual threat of war few of the nation s chief executives have been subjected

to such immediate and ever present danger of foreign involvement and national destruction to such bitter animosities and serious cleavages within their administrations or

to such constant need for decision making as was john adams in the face of such adversity adams successfully pursued a policy of neutrality and conciliation and in

so doing provided time for the country to grow strong and to prosper yet despite the seriousness of the country s problems and the contributions of his administration

he is seldom designated as one of the great american presidents of the many who helped create the nation and lead it through those first difficult years adams alone

has come to be judged largely in terms of the descriptions and appraisals written by his personal enemies and political detractors over the years historians have
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generally accepted and emphasized the weaknesses faults and mistakes his opponents ascribed to him in this volume however ralph adams brown presents a new evaluation

of john adams and of his four years in the presidency the portrait drawn by adams s enemies disappears and the second president emerges as a world citizen whose insight

judgment and perseverance held the young nation together in a critical period this volume focuses closely on the most significant aspect of adams s presidency foreign

affairs as an emerging nation without economic stability or military might the united states could have become hopelessly caught in the web of european intrigues and

power struggles adams not only faced serious problems with france and spain but also had to be continually alert to the complexities of the nation s relationship

with great britain brown examines the country s increasing concern with matters of defense and traces adams s successful efforts to evade foreign entanglements

unfortunately many of adams s important decisions and policies ran counter to the wishes of strong ambitious and verbal elements in his own political party describing

the vicious personal attacks to which adams was subjected and the devious and disloyal maneuvers of his cabinet members brown traces adams s difficulties with

timothy pickering james mchenry oliver wolcott jr alexander hamilton and others he documents adams s steadfastness to his ideals and principles despite the hostility

exaggerated accusations and perfidy that surrounded him based on more than five years of intensive research much of in primary sources brown s study sheds new light

on the many national problems between 1797 and 1801 most important it stands as a reassessment of adams as a shrewd sensitive experienced diplomat a man of fiery

beliefs tempered by superior insight and judgment a man who despite his love of freedom and his enthusiasm for the the american revolution feared war and mob violence a

man favored broad social reforms and change of government by due process a man who contributed to the development of the presidency by working diligently to

maintain the independence and integrity of the executive office

this volume opens a new avenue toward understanding the politics and policies of many us presidents as the essays in this book reveal religion has had an enormous

impact on many critical presidencies in us history contrary to the conventional wisdom these essays reveal the deeply religious side to truman eisenhower and reagan

among others

a vivid portrait of a man whose pre and post presidential careers overshadowed his presidency chosen president by the house of representatives after an inconclusive
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election against andrew jackson john quincy adams often failed to mesh with the ethos of his era pushing unsuccessfully for a strong consolidated national government

historian robert v remini recounts how in the years before his presidency adams was a shrewd influential diplomat and later as a dynamic secretary of state under

president james monroe he solidified many basic aspects of american foreign policy including the monroe doctrine undoubtedly his greatest triumph was the negotiation of

the transcontinental treaty through which spain acknowledged florida to be part of the united states after his term in office he earned the nickname old man eloquent

for his passionate antislavery speeches

in this interpretation of the mckinley presidency lewis l gould contends that william mckinley was the first modern president making use of extensive original research in

manuscript collections in the united states great britain and france gould argues that during mckinley s four and a half years in the white house the executive office

began to resemble the institution as the twentieth century would know it he rejects the erroneous stereotypes that have long obscured mckinley s historical significance

mckinley as the compliant agent of mark hanna or as an irresolute executive in the cuban crisis that led to war with spain he contends that mckinley is an important

figure in the history of the united states because of the large contributions he made to the strengthening and broadening of the power of the chief executive while this

volume touches on many aspects of mckinley s leadership the core of it relates to the coming of the spanish american war the president s conduct of the war itself

and the emergence of an american empire from 1898 to 1900 according to gould the spanish american war was not the result presidential weakness or of cowardice

before public hysteria mckinley sought to persuade spain to relinquish cuba peacefully turning to war only when it became apparent that madrid would never acquiesce

during the war mckinley effectively directed the american military effort and the diplomacy that brought territorial acquisitions and peace the process of making peace

with spain involving as it did american annexation of the philippines and of securing the ratification of the resulting treaty in the senate underscored mckinley s expansive

view of presidential power he functioned as chief diplomat from the sending of senators on the peace commission to the personal supervision of the terms of the

negotiation at home he made tours of the west and south in 1898 to lead popular opinion to his position as no president had done before him for the senate he

evidenced a readiness to dispense patronage woo votes with personal persuasion and marshal the resources of the political system behind his treaty later episodes in
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mckinley s administration support gould s thesis in administering puerto rico and cuba and in suppressing an insurrection in the philippines mckinley relied further on the

war power and continued to shape affairs from the white house he sent troops to china during the boxer rebellion in 1900 without congressional authorization

governed the new possessions through presidential commissions and allowed capitol hill only a subsidiary role in the process by 1901 the nation had an empire and a

president whose manner and bearing anticipated the imperial executives of six decades later gould does not argue that mckinley was a great president he maintains instead

that what mckinley contributed to the office the examples he offered and the precedents he set make him an important figure in the emergence of the modern presidency in

this century
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Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated

ebooks not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against

malware that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has

the right to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.
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Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources,

including textbooks and scholarly articles.
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You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making
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The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.
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From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming

with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books

to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for

those with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an
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alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and

access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so

you can pick up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital

copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to
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advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free

ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range

of books without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers

of all ages and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and

accessibility features. So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?
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Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically

offer books that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them.

How do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites

like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure

the site has proper security measures. Can I download ebooks to any device? Most

free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible with

various devices like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer

audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for those

who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free ebook

sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible, leaving

reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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